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	Metaphor: organism, the various parts of society contribute to its overall efficient functioning  like organs in the body, the system adapts by making adjustments in the relations (Selman p.343)

Liberal democracy prevailed 1950,1960, 1970


	Liberal

R.S.Peters
	· Facilitating the adjustments or improvement of society, particularly by increasing the number of qualified people for positions that are in social demand (Selman p.344)
· A liberal education
· To discipline or exercise the mind
· Cultivation of the intellect. A neutral activity divorced from social action.
· Love of learning and developing intellectual powers.
	· People desire to know, have a natural curiosity to pursue knowledge for its own sake and have the ability to develop rationality as the mind is “trained” (Scott p.100)
	· Subject Centered – emphasize the importance of initiation into our cultural traditions and the intrinsic value of what is called a liberal education

· Education valued for its own sake not because of its utility or value towards achieving other goals. H.F.Munro
· By studying the great works of literature, philosophy, history, and science, individuals develop their rational facilities and form notions of good and virtuous citizenship.

· The learner is viewed deficient cognitively, and the mind is viewed as superior to the body.

· Experts transmit expertise or knowledge to students in the form of highly sophisticated and linguistically superior lectures.

· Rationality is the highest human attribute.

· Learning can only be evaluated philosophically through the construction of well-reasoned and argued essays. (Scott p. 100)
	

	Selman appears to tie Liberal and Progressive together p.345
p.104, progressives established the social safety net to assure a high quality of life for all citizens regardless of the physical or mental capacity.

Majority of North American adult educators are progressive.
	Progressive

John Dewey
Malcolm Knowles

Edward Corbett

Eduard Lindeman

Adelaide Hoodless

Moses Coady

Roby Kidd

Alan Thomas
	· Liberate the learner for improving society by analyzing and reconstructing experiences past and present.
· Education is life itself.
· Personal development and social progress.
	· See democracy as basically good and assert that change can be brought about by reforming the system. (Scott p.103)

	· Learner Centered – emphasize the active role of the learner in creating and defining the value of what is learned.
· Learners interact with their environment and continually interpret the meaning of their experiences.
· Teachers role is to be a partner helper.
· Allow students’ natural curiosity and interests to guide them.
· Content is drawn from life situations, the preferred method is problem solving, and teachers and learners are partners in the task of learner.
	· Rebelled against the excessive formalism of traditional education with strict discipline, passive learning and pointless detail.

	Behaviourism is a psychological theory and has grown into a full-blown education theory.
Ideological roots in realism (laws of nature), positivism (theological, to metaphysical, to positive knowledge hence empirical verification..see p.116), materialism (reality may be explained by the laws of matter and motion)
	Behaviourist

B.F Skinner

Linked to structural functionalism
	· To predict , change and control students’ actions and re-establish the teacher as authority in the classroom, by using available laws about human nature.
Principles:

· Education is a process of behavioural engineering.
· The teacher’s role is to create an effective learning environment.

· Efficiency, economy, precision, and objectivity are central value considerations in education.

	· Human beings are objects of study who react in this way or that, without regard for their purposes and intentions.
	· Emphasizes the influence of the environment on the learner.  Learning has occurred when learners evidence the appropriate response to a particular stimulus (Ragan and Smith p.19)
· No student autonomy.
· Learner has been extensively programmed by the environment and thus has little freedom of thought.

· Teacher should diffuse so-called positive knowledge that assumes to be empirically analytical, universal, objective, and value-free.
· Teacher’s role is to manage learning by designing an environment that elicits desired behaviour and extinguishes undesirable behaviours.
· Competency based, linked to skill training, planning, and evaluation.
	Extreme empiricism

	
	Humanist

Carl Rogers
(education)

Malcolm Knowles (adult education)
Abraham Maslow

Allen Tough


	· To allow the learner to become authentically involved in knowledge construction and meaning making.
· Concerned primarily with promoting individual growth and development.
	· Human nature is assumed to be intrinsically good, and the notion of the self that has potential for growth and development, for self-actualization, results in individualized learning and learner centered curriculum, intrusction and evaluation.
· Society benefits as a by-product from the individual’s growth and development.
	· Deeply concerned with the freedom and integrity of individuals controlling their own lives.
· Subject matter is not the ends but the means for cultivation of the self.

· The teacher, passionately involved in the curriculum must expose those tendencies in society that act to dehumanize individuals by undermining their freedom.

· A humanist teacher becomes a mediator who enables as much freedom of choice as possible within a variety of learning strategies to accommodate the unique personalities in any one learning group.
· Of associated with self-directed learning and human development.
	

	Metaphor:  a scene of conflict or struggle (Selman p.343)

Advocate radical social change through adult education.

Paulo Freire’s “Pedagogy of the Oppressed (1970)” a truly revolutionary theory of education (Knight 1989 article p. 115)
	Critical/Radical

Paulo Freire
Ivan Illich
Antonio Gramsci

Watson Thomson

Violet McNaughton
	1.  Real change in societal relations can proceed only on the basis of a different economic structure.  Real problems are economic and political
2. Can at least help to create the conditions necessary for the amelioration of political and economic inequities, AE has significant political consequences. Paulo Freire
3. Education should focus on specifically political objectives, primarily under the auspices of worker-controlled organizations such as labour unions and 
community based groups.
Antonio Gramsci
· To transform society through political action by educating its members to a new vision founded on a “genuine democracy whose major institutions and resources are controlled by the people themselves.
· Education is value laden and never neutral.
· Means for consciousness raising and for social change.
	· Society is composed of groups of fundamentally different and often incompatible interests… some groups trying to maintain positions of entrenched wealth and power over those without.
· Those in power perpetuate the myth that individuals succeed by equipping themselves better to fulfill roles important to society. (Selman p.344)
· True humanization takes place in the world only when people become conscious of the social forces influencing them, reflect on these forces and become capable of acting to change those forces that hinder our liberation.
· View capitalism and democracy as fundamentally flawed.
	· Contributing towards social reform
· Study of power and empowerment.

· Essential teaching strategy is critique… Critique calls for a special and suspicious interpretation of those ideologies and institutions which  support and maintain ruling power structures.
	

	
	Post - Modern
	· Adult Education is a socio-historical and political practice, not a range of techniques and instructional methodologies devoid of human interest.

· Pursue and successfully realize freedom, equality, and democracy.
· Demands a greater respect of difference, an even greater commitment to democracy.

· True adult education is social education, born of discontent and un-adjustment.

· To break through the exalted façade of the system and expose the real, base foundations of power.

· Seek to expose systematized accounts of reality for what they really are – fabrications.
	· People have a right to choose for themselves their own pattern of life, to decide in conscience what convictions to espouse, to determine the shape of their lives.

· Ties to old moral horizons, and rigid social hierarchies are severed.

· Need for cultural redefinition and cultural disintegration.

· Society is in a crisis of power, patriarchy, authority, identity, and ethics.
· Society’s survival depends on the full co-operation of all involved.
	· Security and certainty of scientific rationality has to be relinquished.

· Human problems cannot be thought through.
· A social movement that originates in some form of dissatisfaction and grows as consciousness of dissatisfaction becomes general.

· Discredit patriarchal and Eurocentric ideas and approaches.
	

	
	Feminist
	
	· A world view lens through which all human interaction and social structures are interpreted, with a belief that: 1.Gender is a phenomenon that helps to shape our society. 2.  Women are located unequally in social formation and are often devalued, exploited and oppressed. 
	· Race and class are commonly integral.

· Pedagogy involves a personal political practice.
	


Black – Selman unless otherwise noted

Red – Scott
Violet – Spencer
Green – Briton Article
Blue – Knight Article
	Philosophical Orientations
	Philosopher
	Views and Principles
	Resulting attempt to understand human behaviour and social interactions gave rise to:
	Notes
	Critiques

	Rationalism (constructivism)
	Descartes
	· It is possible to derive a foundation for our knowledge of reality from reason alone.
	
	
	

	Empiricist (objectivism)
	John Locke

Bishop Berkeley

David Hume
	· Knowledge of reality is based entirely on impressions of the world received through our sensory organs.
	
	
	

	Kantianism??
	Kant
	· Human knowledge and understanding is restricted to the world as it appears to us, that we have no access to any ultimate or unconditional reality.
	
	
	

	Relativism
	
	· All claims to knowledge and truth are relative to the purposes, interests, and intentions of whoever is making the claim.

· Some claim there is no reality, only versions of it as viewed by different individuals or social groups.  
	· Agreement or shared understanding between people with different backgrounds and purposes is unlikely, or even impossible as they live in essentially different realities (Selman p.349).  Claims to truth by one individual or group would then have no more force than statements of preferences or opinions.
	
	

	Positivism
	
	
	· Psychological Theory of Behaviourism – a scientific understanding of human action is desirable and is possible only if the concepts by means of which we understand how people act and react are operationalized in terms of their observable behaviours.
	· Positivists attempt to develop a scientific language that is more precise than our ordinary way of speaking, one that includes only claims that are logically true (analytic) and those that can be verified unambiguously by reference to observable states of affairs (empirical).
	

	Pragmatism
	Dewey
	· Take the problem of relativism and other philosophical issues as practical problems to be worked out in experience.
· Ignore the problem about the nature of reality, and discuss the issue of relativism in terms of its practical consequences in human communication.

· Knowledge is acquired through experience, and is interpreted through reason and is temporary and tentative. (Ragan and Smith p.17).
	
	· Metaphor:  Education as growth
· Middle ground between rationalism and empiricism  (Smith and Ragan p. 17)
· Individual’s interests are central
	· People’s mental lives, unlike plants and other things that grow, have no natural or predetermined shape.  Allowing the uneducated person’s own interests to guide the educational process is , according to this objection, and abrogation of the educator’s responsibility. A source of this objection is the analytic school of philosophy of education

· Personal interests have two references: refer to that which they are interested in or to what is in their best interest (Analytic criticism)

	Progressivism
	
	Generally condemned the following:
· The authoritarian teacher

· Heavy reliance on textbooks or bookish methods of instruction

· Passive learning by memorization of information or factual data

· The four-walls approach to education that isolated education from social reality

· The use of fear or physical punishment as discipline.

Principles

· The process of education finds its genesis and purpose in the child

· Children’s interest are the starting point of learning

· Pupils are active rather than passive

· The teacher’s role is that of advisor, guide, and fellow traveller rather than of authoritarian and classroom director.

· The school is microcosm of the larger society.

· Classroom activities should focus on problem solving.

· School social atmosphere should be cooperative and democratic

· Competition has its place if it serves the general good.. but society and learning are more often advanced through cooperation.
	
	
	

	Humanism
	
	· Humanists adopted most of the progressive principles.
· More stress placed on the uniqueness of the individual student

· Focus on helping the student discover, become and develop his or her real self and full potential.
	· Learning environments in which the student would be free from intense competition, harsh discipline, and the fear of failure.
· Students learn best when they are happy, active, involved, and interested in what they are doing.

· Aim is the self-actualization of the student rather than a mastery of the knowledge as an end in itself.

· Development of open classroom, the free school, and schools without failure.

· Role of the school should be to provide a warm and non-threatening environment in which the needs for love and a sense of self-worth can be met.
	
	

	Perennialism
	
	· Spearheaded a return to the absolutes and focused on the time-honoured ideas of human culture – those ideas that had proven their validity and usefulness by having withstood the test of time.
Principles:

· Man is a rational animal

· Human nature is universally consistent; therefore education should be the same for everyone.

· Knowledge is universally consistent; therefore, there are certain basic subject matters that should be taught to all people.

· Subject matter not the student should stand at the center of the educational endeavour.

· The great works of the past are a repository of knowledge and wisdom which has stood the test of time and is relevant in our day.

· The educational experience is a preparation for life, rather than a real-life experience.
	· A traditional classic education in a revived form
· Should not adjust citizens to the world, but rather adjust them to the truth.

· Curriculum should not focus on students’ immediate interests, what seems important at the moment or what may appeal to a particular society in a unique time and place.  The school should focus on educating the intellect to grasp and understand the essential and eternal truths that relate to the role of the individual in human society.

· Associated with secular schooling.
	· A reaction against progressivists
	

	Essentialism
	
	· No singular philosophical base.

Principles

· The school’s first task is to teach basic knowledge.

· Learning is hard work and requires discipline

· The teacher is the locus of classroom authority, and not a fellow learner or guide, but one who knows what the students need to know and is well acquainted with the way it should be presented.
	· The essentialist program implies that educational nonessentials are not the business of the school.
· Education finds its center in the teaching and learning of the basic skills and subject matters that will, upon their mastery, prepare the student to function as a member of a civilized society.

· Schools have catered to long to the desires of the students.
	· Agreed with perennialists that progressive educational practice was too “soft”.
· A conservative position and as a result, is more concerned with the school’s function of transmitting tested facts and truths than it is with innovation and educational frills.
	· Large amount of similarity between essentialism and perennialism.

· Essientialism is less totally intellectual than perennialism.

· Essentialism is more concerned than perennialism with the adjustment of students to their physical or social environment.

	Reconstructivism
	George S. Counts
Theodore Brameld
	Principles:
· World society is in a state of crisis, and civilization as we know it will come to an end unless current practices are reversed.

· The only effective solution to world problems is the creation of a planetary social order

· Formal education can become a major agent in the reconstruction of the social order.

· Teaching methods must be based upon democratic principles that rely upon the native intelligence of the majority to recognize and act upon the most valid solutions to the problems of mankind.

· If formal education is to be a part of the social solution in the present world crisis, it must actively teach for social change.
	· Teachers should reach for power and then make the most of their conquest.
· Education must awaken the student’s consciousness to social problems and engage them actively in working for a solution.
	
	· Largely an extension of Dewey’s progressive thought.
· Philosophical basis is found in pragmatism.

	Futurism
	Alvin Toffler
	· Education system needs to generate successive, alternative images of the future.
· Students should examine possible, probable, and preferable futures as they study the future of human society.

· To help prepare people to respond to change and make choices in an intelligent manner as mankind moves into a future that has more than one possible configuration. To do this, students must critically examine the current social, political, and economic order.
	
	
	

	Educational Anarchism
	Ivan Illich
“Deschooling Society
	· Should provide all who learn with access to available resources at any time in their lives
· Empower all who want to share what they know to find those who want to learn it from them.

· Furnish all who want to present an issue to the public with the opportunity to make their challenge known.
	· Reference services to educational objectis
· Skill exchanges

· Peer-matching

· Reference services to educators-at-large.
	· School system is the archenemy of Ivan’s vision of the good life.
	

	Analytic philosophy
	R.S.Peters
Paul Hirst
	· Educational theories and programs are based on misunderstandings of the concepts with which we make sense of educational activities and achievements.

· Argue that “being educated” implies a certain breadth and depth of knowledge.  An educated person has some acquaintance with each of the traditional disciplines of knowledge.

· It is the traditions of the academic disciplines, rather than the interests of the students, that provide the most significant guide to planning educational activities

· Program planning or curriculum development ought to proceed primarily on the basis of the structure of the academic disciplines and other fields of study.
· See the aims of education more in terms of its effect on the individual and its utility to the individual and less in terms of its social implications.
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