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The recent Tsunami of Dec 26th, 2004 in the Indian Ocean, has garnered a global reaction unparalleled in history.  It’s cataclysmic occurrence and aftermath have reverberated around the world for a variety of reasons:  its physical multi-country impact; the timing of the event on the day following Christmas day; its far reaching consequences, across an ocean; the threat of similar happenings to all coastal peoples everywhere; the quick accessibility to the devastated areas by news reporters, and above all  the incredible proliferation of technological devices that captured the terror of the unsuspecting innocent victims from communities throughout the world; and the ability to transmit the stories and images across the world in digital form. Health issues surrounding this Tsunami disaster and possible future events are of importance to a variety of people throughout the world.  For this reason it is proposed to create a website on the topic of Tsunami – Health to be called “Tsunami Health View”.
Research

The authors have undertaken a review of current existing websites on this topic.  In particular, the authors have reviewed the topics outlined in Figure 1, through the search engines, Google, AltaVista, Excite, MSN, and AskJeeves, in an attempt to narrow the focus of a proposed website project on the topic Tsunami - Health.  This resulted in a number of observations.  First, was noted a proliferation of web pages on the topic.  World awareness has risen sharply as witnessed by the 2.5 million web pages created on this topic in the month subsequent to the disaster.   The result is the veiling of many quality websites by the vast numbers of narrowly informative and/or inconsequential web pages.  Secondly, it was noted that there is a lack of a definitive portal that provides a collection of direct links to the best of the net on this topic.  Many good informative substantial sites exist (see Table 1) providing a particular focus, but not a broad based, fully encompassing one.  Thirdly, was noted the absence of any research regarding the rate of growth and decay of media coverage, interest, and presentation of the information over the period Dec.26, 2004 to Jan 26, 2005.  These observations lead the authors to refine their original focus.
Audience, Focus, and Purpose
The authors see a need for an “access” website.  A doorway for people seeking information on Tsunami health related topics.  A site that is the “center of the spider’s web” so to speak, from which seekers can spiral outward, accessing the best that the net has to offer on their topic of interest, within the topics in Figure 1.  This audience is perceived as broad based. The purpose is to assist individuals in gaining access to pertinent information.    
The authors also see a specific need for access to information that keeps travelers informed about health conditions, and related issues for traveling in the Tsunami stricken region.  There are home country sites that provide information, but not as broad based as the authors are proposing.  For instance, the Provincial Ministry of Health websites provide health advisories to citizens planning to travel abroad in the affected areas.  However, travelers would find useful, a compendium of health advisories from not only a “local” agency, but their national agency, and also international agencies who provide this information.  In addition, advisories from affected countries would be useful.  Again provided one place where access to this information is available will provide a valuable service to travelers.  Further, there is much information available to assist travelers with regard to maintaining their health while traveling in the countries affected by this disaster.  Additionally, individual personal preparedness is important for individuals who may find themselves within any further emerging disasters of this nature, and access to that information will be of great value and assurance to travelers.  A further purpose of the website is to provide travelers access to pertinent information specific to their needs.

Lastly the authors see a need for recording, examination, and presentation of statistical information regarding the growth and decay of the global focus on tsunami health related issues.  It is possible to use the growth of the web as an indicator of this expansion and contraction of the global focus on this particular disaster.  As this disaster and the global communities response is unique in human history, examination of its occurrence, duration, and ebb is of significant interest and value. 
  The authors propose a site that will meet the needs addressed in the three preceding paragraphs.  It is further proposed to create a site that is specifically designed to maximize the surfing experience for the visually impaired.  The site constructed will meet conformance level Double-A of the W3C Web Content Accessibility Guidelines 1.0, including all Priority 1 and Priority 2 checkpoints defined in the Guidelines.  Conformance to these guidelines will make the website more accessible to users with disabilities and will certainly benefit all users.  This approach will limit some of the technical characteristics of the site.
Technical Characteristics
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