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Tsunami Health View: A Website Proposal

The recent Tsunami of December 26, 2004, in the Indian Ocean, has garnered a global reaction unparalleled in history.  Its cataclysmic occurrence and aftermath have reverberated around the world for a variety of reasons:  its physical multi-country impact; the timing of the event; its far reaching consequences across oceans; the threat of similar happenings to all coastal peoples everywhere; the quick accessibility to the devastated areas by news reporters; and, above all, the incredible proliferation of technological devices that captured the terror of the unsuspecting, innocent victims from communities throughout the world.  

In 24 years, from January 1, 1980, to December 25, 2004, a total of 37,700 pages that conformed to the search phrase “Tsunami+Asia+Health” were added to the Internet.  In contrast, in the four weeks following December 26, 2004, there were 2,680,000 matching pages added.  The challenge, for Internet users interested in this topic, is to locate links relevant to their needs, and uncover links to the best and most meaningful information for their purposes.  Research by the authors has revealed this formidable challenge facing today’s travelers.  
Research

The authors have undertaken a review of existing websites on this topic.  In particular, the authors have reviewed the topics outlined in Appendix A, through the search engines Google, AltaVista, Excite, MSN, and AskJeeves, in an attempt to narrow the focus of a website on the topic Tsunami - Health.  First noted was the proliferation of web pages on the topic. The authors see an analogy between a tsunami-ravaged village and web pages focused on the disaster - everything thrown together and important pieces hard to find.  Recognized was the lack of a definitive portal (WhatIs.com, 2003) that provides a collection of direct links to the best of the net on this topic.  Observed was the absence of any research regarding the rate of growth and decay of media coverage, interest, and presentation of the information over the mentioned period.  These will be incorporated as part of the proposed site.
Audience, Focus, and Purpose

The authors see a specific need for access to information that keeps travelers informed about health conditions and related issues for traveling in the Tsunami-stricken region.  There are home country sites that provide information, but not as broad based as the authors are proposing.  The authors intend to present one place where access to this information is available and will provide a valuable service to travelers.  Individual personal preparedness is important for individuals who may find themselves within any further emerging disasters of this nature.  Travellers will require access to health advisories and up-to-date information about sanitation and medical infrastructure in the specific areas to which they plan to visit.
Travel sites, such as Pacific Asia Travel Association (PATA, 2005) provide some information; however, most travel sites are not designed to meet usability guidelines for disabled Internet users.  It is further proposed to create a site that is specifically designed to maximize the surfing experience for people with visual impairments, hearing loss, or mobility restrictions.  The site constructed will meet conformance level Double-A of the W3C Web Content Accessibility Guidelines 1.0, including all Priority 1 and Priority 2 checkpoints defined in the Guidelines (WC3, 1999).  Conformance to these guidelines will make the website more accessible to users with disabilities and will certainly benefit all users.  This approach will limit some of the technical characteristics of the site.

Technical Characteristics

A number of variables restrict the site’s technical characteristics.  The final hosting site is undetermined, so consideration must be given to the suite of hosting tools used to support the site.  To provide portability, the site will not use any of ASP, JSP, SSI (server side includes), SQL, PHP, Perl/CGI, or MYSQL database and associated programming.  A high probability exists that a portion of the targeted audience will rely on low bandwidth access, thereby limiting the use of a large number of multi-media tools such as Flash, video, and audio.  Any use of multi-media will be considered only in light of its impact on low bandwidth users.  Speed of page load will be a priority.  All images and graphical elements will be optimized to meet this goal.  All extraneous code will be removed from the site. 

The site will present a Flash introduction on its “splash” page with option to bypass for users of low bandwidth.  Users will be asked on the homepage to set their bandwidth.  This information will be stored in “cookies” and determine the visual options presented on subsequent pages.  JavaScript will be used to provide a variation of the user’s experience, through the loading of alternate images depending on the user’s bandwidth.    Users without cookies enabled will automatically receive the fastest loading configuration.  

Cascading style sheets will be used throughout to assure compliance with Web Content Accessibility Guidelines 1.0.  The site will be built for: Javascript 1.2; Flash 5; IE 5.0, Mozilla and Firefox 1.0 (W3Schools, 2005); a screen resolution of 800x600 (W3Schools, 2005), and for both Mac and Windows operating systems.  
Each selected sub-topic will have its own area consisting of a hyperlinked, annotated bibliography listing to include the following: 

•
the URL 

•
the organization or author who published it

•
a synopsis of the resources, articles, etc., on that page or site

•
a quality rating of the information found on the target site

During construction, the site will be hosted at http://www.thewebworks.bc.ca/groupc/ .  The site title will be Tsunami Health View.  Careful design will be critical to ensure an enjoyable user experience, meet the site needs, and achieve the proposed goals.  
Summary

Tsunami Health View provides an access point to some of the best resources the Internet offers on the topic of Tsunami - Health and in particular surrounding the December 26 disaster in the Indian Ocean.  It will provide an indication of the rise and fall of the global focus of this disaster.  Travelers in general and those planning to travel in the affected areas will obtain needed and helpful information relevant to their health concerns and personal preparedness.  Tsunami Health View will provide access to users with disabilities providing a valuable and needed service to that community of users.  Serving a broad audience, targeting the traveler, and assisting the disabled user, the website will serve and inform the global community.
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