There are many people who will be traveling to the countries affected by the Asian Tsunami of December 26, 2004.  For some people, travel is necessitated by business or career.  For others the incredible beauty of the area and the hospitality of the peoples are well known and will continue to draw those seeking a bit of heaven on earth to explore, relax, and enjoy.  This tragic disaster has awakened the global community not only to the pain, suffering, and loss of the peoples throughout the region, but with the ensuing global attention, the eyes of the world have seen countries whose people are caring, compassionate, and hospitable; cultures that are filled with kindness to the foreign traveler; areas of incredible beauty; and a destination point for travel that before was unknown to many

Because of situations and conditions in some areas of countries within the region, it is important for travelers to affected countries to be well informed.  The first step in maintaining health and wellbeing while traveling in the Asian Tsunami affected regions is keeping well informed through the latest information, updates, and advisories.  There are a number of resources available to assist the global traveler to keep abreast of current situations, and developing conditions.  

The extensive exposure to the Asian Tsunami has revealed that people traveling in coastal regions anywhere in the world are vulnerable to tsunamis that originate in distance parts of the world.   For all travelers everywhere, regardless of what part of the world you may be traveling in, knowing the warning signs and what to do in the case of an eminent tsunami could save your life and the life of your loved ones.  As part of your preparations for traveling we recommend you take our Traveler’s Tsunami Survival Quiz.

Information.html

Governments Provide Information

First check you provincial government or state government Ministry of Health (sometimes referred to as Public Health Ministry) website.  Secondly, check your countries national health ministry website.  Most national government health ministries provide information to its citizens.  The health ministry websites of the affected countries can provide up-to-date information on conditions in their country.  However, some provide no information, while others like Sri Lanka have extensive information.
	Country
	Website
	Information available

	Srilanka
	http://www.health.gov.lk/index.html
	Complete informational source for Sri Lanka tsunami health issues, initiatives, recovery, needs, camps, et al.

	Malaysia
	http://dph.gov.my/
	No Tsunami info

	Singapore
	http://www.moh.gov.sg/corp/index.do
	No Tsunami info

	Brunei
	http://www.moh.gov.bn/
	No Tsunami info

	Indonesia
	http://www.depkes.go.id/
	Non English information

	Myanmar
	http://www.myanmar.com/Ministry/health/
	No Tsunami info

	Thailand
	http://eng.moph.go.th/
	Advice for foreign travelers, who plan to travel to Tsunami-sticken areas.  A number of health advisories and basic sanitation advice for Tsunami-stricken sufferers


World Agencies – an excellent resource
World agencies such as the World Health Organization, the Center for Disease Control, and Relief Web provide solid informational sources for the traveler.
	Relieve Web
	United Nations
	http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/dbc.nsf/doc108?OpenForm&emid=TS-2004-000147-LKA&rc=3
	ReliefWeb is the global hub for time-critical humanitarian information on Complex Emergencies and Natural Disasters.  Updates on India, Indonesia, Kenya, Malaysia, Maldives, Myanmar, Seychelles, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Thailand, United Republic of Tanzania affected by the South Asia: Earthquake and Tsunami - Dec 2004 emergency.  Includes all sectors of concern.  Many maps.  Provides information on humanitarian operations in all affected areas.


	World Health Organization
	WHO
	http://www.who.int/hac/crises/international/asia_tsunami/en/
	Complete health issue coverage of the South-East Asia earthquake and tsunami disaster area.  A primary information source for all aspects of Health in all the countries affected.  Complete information on all health aspects in the entire region.  

	World Health Organization
	WHO
	http://w3.whosea.org/EN/Section23/Section1108/Section1835_8140.htm
	Regular situation Reports on South-East Asia Earthquake and Tsunami by the World Health organization

	Center for Disease Control
	US
Government
	http://www.bt.cdc.gov/disasters/tsunamis/
	Provides information on public health issues for tsunamis such as those that recently hit South Asia.  Up-to-date and well maintained


Global Travel Organizations 
Global travel Organizations like the Pacific Asian Travel Association (PATA) and Lonely Planet exist to inform the global traveler.  They provide the latest updates and news on the tsunami-stricken region and comprehensive country updates.
	Lonely Planet
	http://www.lonelyplanet.com
	Lonely Planet is committed to providing complete coverage of countries effected by the December 26, 2004 tsunami. They want to assist in the region's recovery by helping people make informed decisions about their travel, relief efforts and more. They have people on the road in India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Maldives, Sri Lanka and Thailand.  Lonely Planet provides information and news, and country updates.  A very comprehensive informative resource.


	Pacific Asian Travel Association
	http://www.pata.org/patasite/index.php?id=1112
	PATA is the leading authority, advocate and catalyst for the development of Asia Pacific’s travel and tourism industry.  PATA is a global organisation with Headquarters in Bangkok, Thailand, and chapters throughout all the Asian countries.  It maintains a section titled “Indian Ocean Recovery News” that provides broad information on the region.  Includes a special bulletin how travelers can speed up the Tsunami recovery.  Their bulletin -- using key facts, maps and video clips -- aims to present the facts of the recovery process and to highlight those areas that are ready to welcome tourists.

	
	
	

	
	
	


The BBC ….. yad yada yada… http://www.bt.cdc.gov/disasters/tsunamis/
To ensure your health and wellbeing, keep well informed.  And above all, be well prepared.  Through the extensive exposure to the Asian Tsunami, one thing has become evident:  people traveling in coastal regions are vulnerable to tsunamis that originate in distance parts of the world.   For all travelers everywhere, regardless of what part of the world you may be traveling in, knowing the warning signs and what to do in the case of an eminent tsunami could save your life and the life of your loved ones.  As part of your preparation we recommend you take our Tsunami Survival Quiz.
Emergency Travel Preparedness

Traveler’s Tsunami Survival Quiz

Has raised the spector of vunerability of humankind to the natural workings of our planet.  In particular, this disaster has left indelible impressions in the minds of travelers.  Are travelers in ocean fronting areas always at risk?  Should a person traveling to an ocean side community anywhere in the world be concerned?  What can the global traveler do to prepare themselves so that they are not caught unawares, and if caught what is their best line of action.  As part of your travel preparations, we recommend you read *** which provides an opportunity to learn from other peoples experiences, and then take the Traveler’s Tsunami Survival Quiz.  our short quiz.  see what other peoples’ experiences recommend as  had to share 
News agencies

The British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) maintains a website that provides up-to-date informative news coverage of the region. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/in_depth/world/2004/asia_quake_disaster/default.stm

